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Stumm from London, " have evidently received instructions to deliver
England over to the laughter of the world at The Hague."
When the Conference took place (July-October, 1907) this at some
moments came near to being the actual fact. The principal Powers
seemed more bent on manoeuvring one another into false position,
than on promoting peace and disarmament. Sir Eyre Crowe wrote
towards the end of the interminable proceedings:
Nothing is to come out of all our labours, everything is to be blown into
limbo. It seems a needlessly lengthy funeral of four months' duration. . . .
Nothing really important depends on what goes on here. The interesting
thing is the political grouping, Germany, Austria and Italy and their satellites
(which curiously enough, comprise Greece, Rumania and Belgium) have
completely succeeded in wrecking everything in the most open manner. But
the most remarkable phenomenon has been the close rapprochement between
Germany and Russia on the one hand and the United States on the other.
Tiie Russians, whenever there was a divergence between France and Germany,
have steadily and ostentatiously taken the German side. The French have
realized that they have had no influence whatever over their Russian colleagues.
The Americans have, except in the case of obligatory arbitration, also gone
with Germany and against us in every possible way, most markedly in all
naval questions, and often obviously in a sense quite opposed to their own
interests. The whole Conference is practically united against us on every
question of naval warfare, except as regards our proposal to abolish contraband,
which was accepted by a majority, but which that majority subsequently
declined to stick to. Many of the smaller Powers, notably Sweden, Norway
and Denmark, clearly intimated that even where their interests seemed to
demand their going with us, they dared not do anything that might expose
them to the ill-will of Germany. As for Italy, she made reparation for
Algeciras by supporting the Triple Alliance partners through thick and thin.
Portugal and Spain steaxlily held with us aE the time, and Japan supported us
whenever she could. The dominating influence in the Conference clearly has
beenjear of Germany. The latter has foEowed her traditional course ; cajoling
and bullying in turn, always actively intriguing.1
Sir Edward Fry, the first British plenipotentiary, took a rather more
cheerful view.   The Conference, he said in his report to the Foreign
Secretary, had succeeded in setting up an International Prize Court,
as a Court of Appeal from belligerent Prize-Courts;  it had done
1 Gooch and Temperley, Vol. VIE, pp. 287-8.
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